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MORNING NEWS SUMMARX
Saturday
April 5, 1975

Reoview of Saturday Papers

Both the N, Y, Times and Wathington Post give 4-columns to their  feedih (b
e i : o

lead ntories on the crash of the C.5A Jetd#nfl more than 100 Viethamese
orphana., Also front page, w/photos are stories on some of those childran
guccessfully united with thelr new American families. Baltimore Sun not
available this morning, but Chicago Trib, N,'Y. Daily News and Piuh,
Inquirer carry banner headllnes citing the aircrash tragedy

The new unemployment figuxes is the #2 story in the Times and 'b(“-‘low the-fold
in the Post, Trib, Inquirer and, and Pg. 2 of the Daily News.

President Ford:

"Ford Acts o Extand Plan Foxr Une mployed Tl 77, Y is Z-tier
head over 2-¢olumn story by Jobn Herbers in the Times ahove the fold,
Harbers lead: "President Ford, vespording to the news that unc myployment
reached B. 7 per cont of the work force in Mareh, said he weuld rocommend
an extension untﬂ t’he end of 1976 of the smergency buencfits program for the
unemployed, '

Herbars meantions Hathaways nomination to the Intm,.or post in
his third graf, and geea on to cite the 13-weeks extension of benefits for
those who funds are exhausted and the extension until the end of '76 of
specizl compensation for those not previously covered,

Herbars says the President's proposals were expected by White
House cfficials to get a friendly reception in Congress, but he saye plans
in both houses of Cony ress would apend $6 billion on public service jobs,
"a proposal that rung counter to Mr. Ford's announced pladge to k. ep the
Federal budget deficit at $60 billion."

The President's trig to the geothermal field and his meeting with
western governors are briefly mentio ned inside the Herbers' story,
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"¥ord to Aﬁk }?‘xtenaim of Joblnss Aid 'is head over Loy
mm;?fxgurc*s, l,)t,low.rmﬂw-vfo’d in thea I_[A?_r;a_'j”t_ Cannon's lead, nearly
identical to Herhers, is: "President Ford responded to the news
of increasing unemployment by announcing he will propose legislation
that would further extend unemployment benefits for jobless workers, '

In his secend graf, Canuen said the proposal was made during
a speach that "capped a {ull day of vavied activity reminiscent nf a
political campaign swing. ™

Following an account of the proposed legislation similar to
Herbers', Caunnon briefly reporta the President’s statement on tha
C-5A crash, the meeting "behind closed doers' with the governors;
the strong defense af the Huthaway nomipation; the appointment of
Jim Wilderotter to bhe ascociate counsael; Unhnon says the Presidant
held his Vsecond political mecting o as many days, both of therm
private seasicﬁr}\' with GOP office [ioldevs and politicians from Calif. ™

Cannon says the Presldent "left the impression (in that meating)
that he intends to campalgn very hard for a full term in 1976." GOP Stuts
Chaijrman Hacrle is quoted as saying, "They're all behind him here. "

Canrnon says, howesver, that it was "Vietnam, above all, that
appeared to be on the Pragident's mind, ' noting the late night meeting
with Kissinger." Cannon reports Nessen attempted to ""reconcile’ the
President "sharp" criticism of Thicu with Gen. Weyand's statement
that Thisu made a "sound strategic action, ' " 'There's no conflict in
thege two things, ' "' Cannon guotes Nesaen, saying Nessen added, " 'It
was a sound strategic decision but the President thinks that tactically it
was improperly carried out.''" In {fact, the Cannon piece concludes,
"Mr, Ford eriticized both Thieu's decision to pull back and the way
it was carried out.,."

The Post carries a 5-column photo of the Prcmdant greeting
the lined-up mildmn/famihes at Hamilton just above the continuation
of the Cannon piece on Pg. 2.
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. Page 3

YA41ld Extension For Jobless Sought by Ford, ' is the 3-tler
head ever Jack Gesrmond story in the wtar, in the lead position, but
below a banner AP aecnunt of the C-5A crash.

Germond's lead: "Copfronted by an unemployment rate that leaped
from 8.2 to 8.7 per cent last month, President Fo:rd anocunced that he would
reeominaend wo mmersures to Congredas to extend special federal banafits to
the joblesg, " Like Connon's Post account, Germond's second graf aays,

"To a spoach cllmnexing » day of campaign-like activity in northern California,
Ford gcid he vwould propose, ., . " Following the rccount of the proposals,
Germond gaid the nevyof the jump in unemployment "flew in the face of a
gencrally optimistic report Ford had prepared for a speech to the San
Francisca Bay Arca Council...”

Below a 3-colwmn photo of the President conferring with an
unidantified rnaa at the geotharmal plant, the incide continuation en Pg.
6 says the President, 'throughout the lagt two days on the road, he has
been elearly preoccupied by reports of a deteriorating situation in
South Viatnam." '

dhe Ecgnomy:

Dale's story in the Times is headed by 3-tiered head: "Jobless
Rate Up To 8. 7% In March, Highest Since 41"

Dale's 1sad: "Unemployment rose substantizlly in March. . .and the
number of 'discouraged workers' who have dropped cut of the labor foxce
altogether reached a record of 1.1 million, .. " D=le says the new figures
"contained one potentially hopeful sign.! The fwo separate measures of
total ernployment both showed the smallest monthly loss of jobs since the
recession began to hit with full force last Septenuber. Dale reported.

Coslmg Y

Dale guotes George Meany as gm#im. the situation "appalling)
addipng that the official figurea, plus the "discouraged workers' number
pmduced an "actual' rate of 9. 8 % unemployment, Meany also said the
just-sigpved tax reduction package is "obviously not e¢nough, "
Dale saye. : :

Jirm Rowe's story in the Post is headed by 2-tier head: ‘Tobleus
Rate Climbs to 8, T%; Level Is Highest Since 1941, " ‘
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Rowa's lead: ""The unemployment rate resuvmed its steep unpward
climb last month after a brief pause in February."” Rows : al-m citas
the Labor Department's report that cites Y"widespread increases" in}_unen‘xp'}.oy@d
in white collar areusand the "sharp rise" in the tumber of discouraged
workers.

But Rowe also reports that Julius Shiskin saw a "few, tentative
gigue in March I:Ent could indicate future improvement, " one balng that the
layoff rate levelin February and the "accession rate" Loue {or the Becond
consecutive month, which Shiakin reported to the Joint Ecenonlic Comin, ,
Rowe says,

Lee Cohn's story in the Star is headed by 3-tier; "Faint Signs Of
Ecooomic Uptura Seen,

Cohn's lerd: '"Unemployment at a 34-year high of 8. 7 per cent
ghows that the recession atill ia deepening, but the [irst faint hints of an
economic upturn later this year are siartiog to emerge, the government's
top statistician . « said. " Cohn recounts Shiskin's statements to the
Jeint Economice Comm. '

Like Rowe's account in the Post, Cohr quotes Meany's "appalling"
statement, but alep roports that Meany said the Vjob-creating (spending)
bills muat be pasced immediately, despite any Implied threat of a presi-
dential vete." Rowe reccounts Shiskin's testimony at length, reporting
that Shiskin emphasized that hig conclusions were ''very tentative, ' but
that the Bleak statistics on the current job picture "may be cbacuring
leading jndicators’ pointing to future improvement. V'

Other Major Stories:

The balance of the front pages are dominated by Indochina or
related atories.

Malcelm Browne's account in the Times of Thieu's spsech
Friday quotes the South Vietnamese President as saying the idea that
the war could be won with an additional $330 million is "absurd, .. {and)
especially absurd considering that the Americans who fought the Communists
for gix years with billions of dollars have withdrawn, leaving us behind to con-:
tinve in fighting without money and without B-52's. " Browne also reports |
that various high-ranking militay officers have been holding almost nor-stop
conferences, with a view to persuading Thieu to step down.,
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. Greenway, in the Post, says Thieu's now premier is conaidered by
political observers to be a loyal goverament servant and a Thisy AVNpPpOTLEY
Lo ™ g
"vather than an able politcian or an inspring leader, " The obeervers vicwad
"'1'_ o ’ " "y 4 - bl * e
lhlc-,:;x 8 gpeech and Cabinet change as a "furthe r sign of Thieu's growing
political weaknens, nervousness and isolation, " Grecnway reports,

Jhe Star carries a "Special' from the Times that raports that
Western intelligence officials believe North Vietnam was notwr moving &1l
. - - - - ~ )

but one of its cight reserva diviesions inte South Vistnam, an indicator

they believe to be an aceurate clue to Hanoi's intentians,

The Pust also carries a story by Grieder in the lower right
corner of Pg. 1 from freshman Democrat Berkley Bedell's district
around Fort Dodge, Iowa. Grieder leads: "Every evouing the TV news
from Vietnam was tragic, but every day this weoek (Y’*Qdﬂli}v gnta
dlspasgionats message from his novthwesnt Jowa constitoonts: Cak Sraerica
out of there, !

Edltorially, the Times ohserves that a decade of fierce polemics
has failed to rogoelve the quarrel over Vietnam, and the papar suggosts that
mare arguments and words will not zettle the issue, "At this tragic
hovr, " the Times pays, the President should set an example to the nation

of "dignified and constructive cormnment. ' Instead, '"from the surreal
setting of a Palin Spriugs polf course, President Ford throuh his preas
spokesman said on Moaday that he atiributed the rapid =~ " deterioration

of South Vietnam's military situation " to the North violations and the Wrilure
of Congress to put up the money' he fecis is needed, At his press confercnce
he said he would not point the finger, "Lut the clear irnplication of his replies
to various questions was to do just that--once again at - Congresa, ' the
Times says, The Timmes concludes: "This ig a time for hurnllit and

for silence and for prayer. Deep and poisoned wounda have hean inflicted
upon Vietnam, some of them by Americans. Instead of wordse, let the
healing actions begin. "
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MEMORANDUM

THE WIHTE HOUSHK

WASHINGTTON
April 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM TMOR SECRETARY KISSINGER
FROM: The Situvation Room

SUBJECT: Morning News Summary

The Was hnpgton Post

H.D.8. Greenway covers President Thieu's speech: and cabinet
reshuffle, which politilcal observers view as a further sign
of Thieu's growxng political weakness, nervoushness, and isola-—
tion., - A c¢ompanion article says many cities and towns reported
iost to the North Vietnamese army, it has now becowme clear,

were simply abandoned in a southward-moving panic that edvanced
Far fastam Zhan tho.noasthosn. CAXIY . {n_ 1) —

RLx =7

Lewis Sinons reports on the first five communist regiments press-—
ing northward for what ig expected to be an all-out attack on
Parem Penh. He outlines the possible objective of the com-
munists and explores the breoad range of events leading to the
current situation. (A—1) 2

David Fouquet, writing a spegial) {or the Post, quotes NATO sources
to the effect that the inability of the U.S. to come to the aid
of its allies in Southeast Asia is not taken as & warning that

a similar fate cauld befall the alllance in time of need. {A-5)

A editorial says that the formation of a new government in Turkey
does nct mean srogress in the Cyprus negotiations., Turkey has
used the Cyprus dispute to0 arouse a nationalistic purpose, and
compromise would make the new government vulnerable to rivals.
The U.S5. Congress does not seem to be budging either. The agd-
ministration's new request to lift the aid ban is still dominated
by personal defensiveness and institutional pride. HMeanwhile,
Cyprus goes deeper under. (A-10) '

Rita Hauser :ays the collapse of your Middle East negotlatlon
effort may b» a blessing in disguise, a discarding of a mini-
resolution in favor of bold diplomacy in which the interests

of Israel and the U.S. should be coincidental and not divergent.
If Israel is to relinguish real property, it should be in exchange
for what has been lacking up to now: normalization of a conflict
through a peace conference in which all parties, not the victor
along, abandon ancient claims in favor of a new reality. ({(A-10)
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Fvans and Novak believe the collapse of South Vietnam can be
traced to President Thieu's personality —- aulthoritarian, stub-
porn, but impulsive -=- along with now military conditions. For
the White House to blame Congress is political overkilld. Thieu's
military withdrawal without prior planning was unlikely to suc-
ceed. What doomed it was the flood of civilian refuyees which
poagan imnediately. (A-11)

Clayton Fritchey views the failure of personal diplomacy to
reach agrecement in the Middle East as an opportunity for tos-
cow and Washington to make a new joinlt effort toward stabilizing
the region. Your return empty-handed is no cause for unre-
lieved despair, and your long negotiations with both sides may
have eclearad . away enough underbrush to improve tha chances of
getting a settlement at Geneva. Thore is little justification
for alarmist talk about an imminent new Mideast wax, It is
time to put detente to a real test, not through an iposed
peace by the super powers but through making it possible for
both the Arabs and Israelis to reach an agreement they say they
want but cannot seem 6 negotiante for themselves. (A-11)

The Washintdﬁ Star

North Victnam is believed to be moving all but one of its eight
reserve divisions in South Vietnam, according to Western intelli~
gence officials. .The communists now have an estimatced 20 divi-
sions in the south. (A~-1) '

The Rockefeller commission announced there wos Yno credible eviw

donece” of CIA invelvenent in President Kennedy's assassination, -
(A=6) :

The Bdltimore Sun

Walt W. Rostow contends the U.S. should land two marine divi-
sions in North Vietnam and keep them there with air and naval
support until the communists agree to abide by the 1973 Paris
peace accordg. He said the executive and legislature should
coma together to design a firm course of action. (A-2}

Gilbert Leowthwaite zays the French view the Vietnam crisis with
a sense of deja vu. It is only the manner and speed with which
South Vietnam 1s c¢ollapsing, rather than the fact the communists
are winning, that causes the surprise. (a-2)

+
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Henry Trewhitt writes of the doubt some of President Ford's
spacialists have about the decision to cmphasize the dig-

array in foreign policy Jjust before asking Congress and the
public to unite behind him. A State Department official said
he would go before Congress in a "woak position” and would need
"an attitude of greater confidence." For hin views to prevail
he will have to generate a sea ol change in congressional and
public attitudes. = (A-4)

Carry Wills thinks your step-hy-step diplomacy failed partly
beeause you kried to divide things into too small segments,

If Moscow and Washington had worked together for a joint
Egyptian-Syrian agreement, rather than Egypt alone, it might
have carried more weight with the Isramelis. Yet there is danger
in the all or nothing approach to the problem advocated by
Stanley Hoffman, To encouwrage Israel to weaken its ties to
mmerica i1s to encourage the worst tendencies in both countries.
(A~-17) ) :

.........

alcolm Boowne highlights President Thicu's .cabinet shift and
criticism of the U.5, Various high-ranking South Vietnamese
officaers have been holding almost nonstop conferences with
the national leadership in an attempt to persuade Thieu o
step down. It is rumored that the comuunists plan to gilve,
President Thieu until next Tuesday to resign and if he has
not done s0, they will attack. (1) '

Leslie Gelb gquotes oie White House officlial as saying that
the positions of the three aircraft cuarriers normally in the
western Pacifice had not changed buf that they would react
swiftly to any evacuation contingency plans. (1)

Honry Ciniger details the new constitution imposed on Portugal
by the Armed Forces Movement. The document guarantees that
=1l essential power for the next three to five years is vested
in ¢he wmilitary council. Acceptance of the constitution by
all the major political perties has in effect turned the up-
coming eleciion into a plebiscite for the armed forces. (1)

Richard Edexr assesses the polemics of Portuguese politics and
concludes that at this stage it seems that the armed forces
movemant seems to be looking in the long run to a Poritugal with
a socialist economy and a multiparty system and -~ for some
time to come ~~ continued membership in NATO. (2)

Richard Halloran examines the reemergence of confrontation
between President Pek and his critics -- the most potentially
explosive of which are the students. An adjeining article re-
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ports a speech by President Pak in which he warned that po-
litical troukles within South Xorea could tomnt Lhe North Koreans
to invade. Korean nows dispatches have sajld that Sceoul has ro-
ceived assurances of support from President Ford and that
Secretary Schlesinger will visit South Korea this sammer,  (4)

John Finncy writes the Defense Department iz arguing againsé
fugthgr lorgesscale shiywents of arms to Victfoam Uneil Thg
. - ala b LIS
South Victnamece dﬂmonstrﬁt@ g will to 11wht Secretary

Schlesinger is advancing the Pentagon posi and hae believes
thp South Vietnamese alyveady have qufr1LJonL arms to defend
—_-_-'“"“&ll-—uﬂ—'-
Saigon. (7) '

Drew Middlcton writes that U, S. m1]1kary sourcees believe the
North Vietnamese have almost completed preparations for a

final assault on Saigon, and they nirguoly doubl . that Saigon
could Jaunch a spoiling operction to intcerfere with the com- )
munists' plans, Hanoi believes that no amount of new ULS. mili-
trary aasistance can stop them. {(9)

Malecolm Brown relates the increasing bitterness towards the
U.5. h(‘i;‘lg Falt by the South Victnamese who have bean 109’&1
to Washington as they witness the baby air1i{t while being
unable themselves to depaxt. . (9)

The Pentagon believes that no sensitive weapons have fallen
into North Vietnamese hands. (9)

Bernard Gwertzman writes that you see little prospect of
saving Saigon short of an unexpecked militury turnaround. No
cfforts for negotiations with Huanoli are currently heing pur-
sued because the administration belicves that Hanci thinks

it can achieve its goals n111tdrily. (10)

A Moscow newspaper has shdrply criticized Uhoe U.S. of intex-
fererce in South Vietnam in violation of the Paris peace agrea-—
ment. (10)

The Tines bolieves that this is not the time for reerimina-
tions on the issue of Vietnam, The Prasident should set an
exanple to the nation of dignifiedl and constructive comment.

Thie ie a time for humilily, sileuvg, wid prayeg,. (28}

Ancther editorial calls on the U.5. to take up the moral com-
mitment of humanitarian aid to the people of Vieltnam. Vietnam
now has be scen as an earthaguake, not a hattlefield. {28)

Donald Kirk of the Council on Foreign Relations argues that
the only way out of the Cambodian bloodbath is for the U.8. to
recognize the peolitical realities and sus for an orderiy sur-—
rencer of the Cambodian government., ({29)
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C. L. Sulzberger writes that if there is any leszon for washing-
ton resulting from its Southeast Asian policy it ie that Asians
generally understand theiy political future bettexr than even the
best-intending Westoerners. It is regretaehle that: after all your
dealings with the North Vielnameso yvou did not £find ftime +o
talk with Prince Sihanouk. Mr, Sihanouk is a scerious, highly
intelligent man and is an ideoclogical conscrvative., (29)
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